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Public  Health  Department, 
Public  Hall, 
Horwich. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horwich  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  consider- 
ation the  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Horwich  for  the  year  1960  together  with 
certain  relevant  statistics. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  mid  year  estimate  the 
population  of  the  district  declined  by  20. 

During  the  year  there  were  249  live  births,  an  increase  of 
18  compared  with  last  year,  and  there  were  3 still-births.  The 
Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  15.7  and  the  Still-Birth  Rate  11.9. 

Of  the  249  live  births  7 died  during  their  first  year,  giving 
an  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  28.1.  Six  of  these  deaths  occurred 
within  the  first  week  of  life  and  were  mainly  due  to  either 
prematurity  or  a congenital  abnormality. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  once  again  that  no  mother 
died  as  a result  of  child  birth  during  the  year. 

The  adjusted  Death  Rate  for  1960  is  14.7  as  compared  with 
13.0  in  1959. 

As  in  previous  years  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  have  been  kept  under  close  supervision,  particular 
attention  being  given  to  housing  and  sanitation,  water  and  food 
supplies. 

The  incidence  of  notified  infectious  disease  calls  for  no 
comment. 

The  personal  health  services  listed  m Section  B of  this  report 
have  again  been  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
through  its  Divisional  Health  Administration  Scheme.  For  full 
details  of  these  services  I would  invite  your  attention  to  my 
report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

In  conclusion  I am  most  grateful  once  again  to  you  Sir 
and  all  members  of  the  Committee  for  your  continued  interest 
and  encouragement,  and  to  the  Chief  Officials  and  their  staffs 
for  the  ready  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 

E.  TAYLOR, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 3,254. 

Population  - Census  1951  15,552. 

Population  - 1960*  15,820 

(*Registrar  General’s  Mid-Year  Estimates  - 1960) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  I960).. 


according  to  Rate  Books,  5663 

Rateable  Value  £141,236 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £571 

Social  Conditions. — No  material  change. 


Vital  Statistics. — 

(Rates  calculated  on  a population  basis  of  15,820). 


BIRTHS 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate  

. 130 

Ill 

241 

Illegitimate  

. 4 

4 

8 

Total 

134 

115 

249 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000) 

15.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent  of 

total  live  births 

3.2 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  

. 2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  2 13 


Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  11.9  # 

Total  Births:  252.  Males  136.  Females  116. 
DEATFIS 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year)  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  4 3 7 

Illegitimate  — — — 

3 7 


Total  4 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  28.1 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29.0 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil. 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  20.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  live  births  ...  20.1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  31.7 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and*  still  births  nil. 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes 106  103  209 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  13.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  14.7 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 21  18  39 

Rate  per  1,000  2.5 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  ...  — — — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — — — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  — — — 

(all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  — — — 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths. 


Cause  of 

Death 

under  1 dav  1 
M F"  j 

1-7  ( 
M 

lavs 

F 

1-4  v 
M 

/eeks 

F 

1-6  m 
M 

lonths 

F 

6-12  months 
M [ F 

Prematurity 

Atelectasis 

Broncho 

pneumonia 

Congenital 
heart  disease 

Septicaemia 

1 

3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

The  following  is  a statement  showing  comparative  statistics  in  respect  of  years  1955-1960 
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Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  TOO)  = 15*7  per  1000 
Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  I'll)  = 14*7  per  1000 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
various  diseases  during  the  year  1960: 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  causes 


106  103 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 0 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

Whooping  Cough 0 

Diphtheria 0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  0 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  0 

Influenza  0 

Measles 0 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesophagus  (M)  Uterus  (F)  0 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  3 


Cancer  of  Breast  ...  0 

Cancer  of  Lungs  6 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 12 

Diabetes  1 

Leukaemia  0 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

nervous  system  22 
Heart  Diseases  37 


Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 


Bronchitis  5 

Pneumonia  8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 

Appendicitis  0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 0 

Puerperal  and  Post- Abortive  Sepsis  0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 0 

Premature  Birth  0 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 
Injuries,  Infant  Diseases  ...  1 

Suicide  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  1 

Other  Accidents  2 

All  other  causes  4 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

7 
0 

8 
0 
0 

22 

33 

4 
7 

5 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

6 
7 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Ambulance  Service.  Farnworth  114,  Swinton  4343. 

Care  of  Children  - Children  Act  1948. 

Children’s  Committee,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Area  No.  4. 

Area  Children’s  Officer  - Mr.  K.  R.  Harding, 

14,  Victoria  Buildings,  Wigan.  Tel.  Wigan  3367. 

Clinics. 

1.  Ante-natal. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Tuesday  p.m. 

2.  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis 
Immunisation. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich, 

By  appointment. 

3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  p.m. 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Mission. 

Friday  p.m. 

4.  Ophthalmic. 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

By  appointment. 

5.  Orthopaedic. 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

1st  Wednesday  each  month. 

6.  Post-natal. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Tuesday  p.m. 

7.  School  Health  and  Minor  Ailment. 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Monday  p.m.  and  Thursday  a.m. 

8.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Chest  Clinic. 

Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

9.  Venereal  Diseases. 

(i)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

Males  and  Females  - Monday,  Wednesday  and 

Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 
2-0  p.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 


(ii)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 
Males  - Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  7-0  p.m. 
Females  - Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

4-30  p.m.  to  7-0  p.m. 


Convalescence. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancs.  C.C. 

Apply  to  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 

Convalescent  Treatment. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Health  Visiting  Service. 

Health  Visitors/School  Nurses  are  employed  in  the 
district  by  Lancs.  C.C. 

Home  Help  Service. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancs.  C.C. 

Apply  to  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

District  Nurses  are  employed  in  the  district  by  Lancs. 
C.C. 

Hospitals. 

Bolton  Royal  Infirmary;  Townleys  Hospital,  Farnworth; 
Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan;  and  other 
hospitals  situated  in  the  region  of  the  Hospital  Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Regional  Hospital  Laboratories  at  Bolton  and  Wigan 
Infirmaries. 

Maternity  Homes. 

“Haslam,”  “Havercroft,”  and  “Heaton  Grange”  Maternity 
Homes,  Bolton. 

Midwifery  Service. 

Two  full-time  domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the 
Lancs.  C.C.  practice  in  the  district. 

Nursing  Homes. 

Newlands  Nursing  Home,  Bolton. 

Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children. 

Provision  for  their  care  is  made  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 
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Council  for  Moral  Welfare  Work. 

Moral  Welfare  Worker  for  the  area:- 
Mrs.  I.  Wilson, 

Gaskell  House, 

9a,  Churchgate, 

Bolton.  Tel.  Bolton  26524. 

Welfare  Services. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  Lancs.  C.C. 

Apply  to  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 
Residential  accommodation  at  Atherleigh  Grange  land 
Hourigan  House. 

X-ray  Facilities. 

Available  at  Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Wigan 
Infirmary.  Special  facilities  for  chest  X-ray  at  the 
Hospital  Board’s  Dispensaries  and  Chest  Clinics. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — Apart  from  approximately  30  houses 
situated  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  all  of  the  dwelling 
houses  in  the  town  are  provided  with  water  from  public  mains. 

There  were  62  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  for  chemical  analysis.  The  following  table 
shows  the  types  of  examination  and  the  results 

Bacteriological  examinations  from  public  supply. 

No.  taken  No.  Satisfactory.  No.  Unsatisfactory. 

46  45  1 

Bacteriological  examinations  from  private  supply. 

No.  taken  No.  Satisfactory.  No.  Unsatisfactory. 

14  11  3 

Chemical  analysis  - public  supply. 

2 samples  were  forwarded  for  chemical  analysis  and 
these  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  from  the  public  supply  was 
from  a source  which  on  resampling  proved  satisfactory.  The  3 
unsatisfactory  samples  from  private  supplies  were  from  one 
source  and  adequate  filtration  was  advised  with  good  results. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Only  extensions  to  new  properties 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 


Public  Cleansing. — It  is  pleasing  to  note  a slight  decrease 
in  the  cost  of  running  this  service  during  the  year  under  review. 
This  has  been  mainly  due  to  the  almost  complete  mechanisation 
of  the  disposal  of  refuse  made  possible  by  the  hiring  of  plant. 

In  addition  the  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  increased  from 
63  tons  in  the  previous  year  to  79  tons  2 cwts.,  and  this,  together 

with  a £1  per  ton  increase  in  price,  increased  the  income  from 

this  source  by  £184  to  £560. 

The  approximate  overall  cost  of  the  entire  service  was 

£12,496  compared  with  £12,739  in  the  previous  year.  Based  on 
there  being  a total  of  6,570  dustbins  and  29  pail  closets  to  be 
emptied  each  week,  totalling  some  6,502  tons  of  refuse  collected 
and  disposed  of  during  the  year,  the  approximate  cost  per  ton 
decreased  from  £2  2s.  Od.  to  £1  18s.  Id.  or  7d.  per  dustbin 

emptied  compared  with  8d.  in  1959. 

The  refuse  is  collected  by  3 Shelvoke  and  Drewry  side  loading 
freighters  two  being  of  10  cu.  yd.  and  one  of  8 cu.  yd.  capacity. 
It  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  Red  Moss  Tip. 

Sanitary  Inspections. — During  the  year  the  Department 
reviewed  some  900  complaints  relating  to  sanitary  matters, 
including  refuse  removal  but  excluding  enquiries  regarding  house 
letting  and  improvement  grants.  Throughout  the  year  1,797 
premises  were  visited  for  all  purposes  and  the  following  is  a 
classified  statement  of  the  number  of  inspections  and  reinspections 
carried  out.  The  figure  representing  inspections  carried  out  in 
respect  of  refuse  removal  includes  some  3,400  visits  made  during 
the  carrying  out  of  a survey  of  the  district. 

Housing  defects  and  nuisances  1966 


Improvement  Grants  222 

Ice  Cream  Premises 75 

Food  Preparing  Premises 57 

Cafes  ...  9 

Bakehouses 27 

Fish  Frying  Premises  14 

Meat  Inspection 206 

Food  Shops 410 

Food  Vehicles 26 

Factories  Act 77 

Infectious  Diseases  64 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  37 
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Drainage  418 

Water  Supplies  62 

Shops  Act 245 

Schools  ...  11 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  40 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  4404 

Market  128 

Miscellaneous  Visits  415 


As  a result  of  these  inspections  a total  of  863  defects  or 
nuisances  were  discovered  during  the  year  and  884  were  abated. 
The  latter  figure  includes  a number  abated  which  were  discovered 
in  the  previous  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied: 


Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  121 

House  roofs  repaired 28 

Repairs  to  windows  and  doors  32 

Defective  spouting  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired  20 

New  water  closets  provided  and  water  closets  repaired  ...  40 

New  dust  bins  provided ...  355 

House  walls  re-plastered  ...  ...  86 

House  floors  repaired 9 

Repairs  to  drains  52 

Yards  repaired 55 

General  repairs  and  nuisances  ...  ...  86 


Factories  Act,  1937. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  128  (3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  required  to  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of 
matters  under  Parts  1 and  8 of  this  Act,  which  are  administered 
by  the  District  Council. 
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PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


N umber 
on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

L 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

51 

52 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’ premises) 

17 

25 

— 

— 

Total 

69 

GO 



— 

Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  ot  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Refe 

Remedied  To  H.M. 

! Inspector 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

Overcrowding  (S.2J  ... 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

9 

1 

Total 

— 

1 



— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


OUTWORK. — There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 


Shops  and  Offices.  Shops  were  inspected  under  the  Shops 
Act  and  minor  infringements  were  remedied.  245  inspections 
were  carried  out  for  this  purpose. 


Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  residential  caravans  sited  in 
the  district;  the  only  sites  being  in  the  Heather  Hall  district 
mainly  consisting  of  chalets  used  at  weekends.  These  sites,  two 
in  number,  have  been  in  existence  for  many  years  and  have  not 
been  subject  to  Town  Planning  approval. 


Smoke  Abatement. — In  an  endeavour  to  establish  with  some 
measure  of  accuracy  the  extent  of  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by 
smoke  the  Council  authorised  the  setting  up  of  a station  to 
measure  the  amount  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  by  volumetric 
analysis.  In  July  the  apparatus  was  installed  in  the  Health 
Department  and  measurements  recorded.  The  results  of  these 
measurements  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  further  apparatus  was 
purchased  and  it  is  intended  to  set  up  other  similar  stations  in 
various  parts  of  the  town.  The  recordings  made  are  forwarded 
to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  for 
inclusion  in  their  national  survey  and  the  Council  has  joined  the 
Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating  Bodies  which  meets 
periodically  to  discuss  the  results  and  interpretation  of  these 
recordings. 


The  actual  measurement  is  achieved  by  drawing  approxi- 
mately 70’  cu.  ft.  of  air  through  a 2 inch  circle  of  filter  paper 
every  24  hours.  The  suspended  matter  is  deposited  on  the  paper 
as  a dark  stain  which  varies  with  the  amount  of  smoke  present 
in  the  air.  The  stain  is  measured  by  means  of  a photo-electric 
apparatus  and  the  results  expressed  in  milligrams  per  100  cubic 
metres.  At  the  same  time  the  amount  of  sulphur  in  the  same 
quantity  of  air  is  estimated  and  expressed  as  parts  per  100  million. 


The  following  table  gives  the  results  in  the  form  of  highest, 
lowest  and  average  of  the  daily  readings  in  each  month  since  the 
commencement  of  the  readings. 


Smoke  in  milligrams  per  100  Sulphur  dioxide  in 


CU. 

metres. 

parts  per 

million. 

Month  Average 

High 

Low 

Average 

High 

Low 

July 

10 

16 

5 

3.6 

8.9 

1.1 

August 

14 

25 

6 

4.5 

8.5 

1.4 

September 

19 

33 

8 

5.4 

10.0 

1.6 

October 

24 

53 

8 

8.1 

16.2 

3.4 

November 

35 

56 

23 

12.2 

20.8 

6.7 

December 

52 

131 

14 

13.2 

47.1 

2.5 

During  the  year  40  visits,  including  visits  after  the  making 
of  observations,  were  made  to  factory  premises  and  managements 
have  been  kept  informed  of  their  responsibilities  under  The 
Clean  Air  Act. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in  the 
district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — None  registered. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — None  Registered. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  public  or  privately 
owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 

Disinfestation. — One  house  was  treated  after  being  reported 
infested  with  bed  bugs.  This  type  of  complaint  has  fortunately 
become  a most  unusual  occurrence  in  the  town  and  in  many 
cases  treatment  is  carried  out  on  suspicion  rather  than  on  actual 
proof. 

Again  this  service  has  been  mainly  directed  at  premises 
infested  with  cockroaches  there  being  still  a large  number  of 
properties  so  infested. 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  spraying  with  an  insecticide 
having  a D.D.T.  residual  for  bugs  and  fleas  and  a pybuthrin 
base  for  cockroaches  and  similar  insects.  It  has  been  generally 
found  that  D.D.T.  does  not  prove  very  effective  in  treating  for 
cockroaches. 

Schools. — The  standard  of  washing  and  drinking  facilities  in 
local  schools  has  been  maintained  and  in  some  instances  bettered. 
Several  schools  now  have  their  own  kitchens  in  which  meals  are 
prepared  on  the  premises  and  the  equipment  both  at  these  schools 
and  elsewhere  is  now  good  and  is  kept  in  a clean  and  hygienic 
manner.  At  the  remaining  schools  where  washing  up  facilities 
are  still  in  the  cloakroom  plans  do  appear  to  be  afoot  to  remedy 
this  situation. 


Rag,  Flock,  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951—  No  pre- 
mises have  been  registered  under  the  Act. 

Rodent  Control. — All  complaints  have  been  investigated  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  and  in  many  instances  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in 
treating  surface  infestations 


Type  of  property. 


Non  Agricultural 
Dweilinghouses  Other 

Agricultural 

No.  of  properties  in  the  district  

5712 

719 

99 

4 -J  Lj 

No.  of  properties  inspected  

568 

403 

22 

Total  inspections  carried  out  

No.  of  properties  inspected  found  to 

1030 

762 

26 

be  infested  by  Rats  

64 

12 

2 

Mice  

No.  of  infested  properties  treated 

27 

5 

2 

(including  re-treatment) 

95 

12 

— 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  town’s  sewers  have  been  treated 
twice  during  the  year,  and  the  Red  Moss  Tip  has  been  regularly 
treated. 
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SECTION  D. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  distributors  registered  by  this 
authority  is  as  follows 

Operating  from  dairies  within  the  district  3 

Operating  from  shops  in  the  district 27 

Operating  from  premises  outside  the  district  ...  6 

The  number  of  licences  granted  by  this  authority  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  is  as  follows 


“Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  ...  7 

“Pasteurised”  Milk 11 

“Sterilised”  Milk  27 


Throughout  the  year  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  and 
submitted  for  testing  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  15  such 
samples  were  taken  and  all  proved  negative. 

Ice  Cream.: — There  are  2 persons  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  56  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board 
and  General  Powers)  Act,  1939. 

These  premises  have  been  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  During  the  year  15  samples  were  taken 
and  4 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  premises  were 
checked  and  further  samples  taken  in  each  case. 

Food  Hygiene. — The  total  number  of  inspections  during  the 
year  was  829  which  included  26  inspections  of  vehicles  carrying 
food.  Generally  conditions  were  found  to  be  good  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  it  being  sufficient 
to  draw  attention  to  any  contravention  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  to  follow  that  up  with  further  visits. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  premises,  by  type 
selling  food  in  the  district  together  with  those  registered  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act:- 


(a)  Number  of  food  shops. 


Type  of  business.  No. 

General  grocers 62 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet 

fish,  poultry,  etc.) 14 

Fishmongers  1 

Meat  shops 18 

Bakers  and  confectioners ...  21 

Fried  fish  shops 14 

Sweet  shops  (including  ice  cream  and  minerals)  26 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  cafes,  snack  bars  and  catering 

establishments 52 


(b)  Food  premises  registered  (excluding  dairies). 

Type  of  business  No.  registered  No.  of  inspections 


Fish,  fruit  and  vegetables 

4 

Ice  Cream 

58 

Preserved  meats 

20 

Preserved  fish 

14 

150 


19 


Food  Poisoning. — There  were  7 cases  of  Dysentery  notified 
during  the  year.  The  cases  were  investigated  and  specimens 
taken  and  resulting  from  these  investigations  2 of  the  7 cases 
notified  were  confirmed. 

Food  Condemned. — The  following  tinned  meat  and  other  foods 
were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption :- 


Tinned  Soup 185  lbs. 

Tinned  Cooked  Ham  86  lbs. 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Jam 7 lbs. 

Tinned  Fish 14  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit 387  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 149  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk 45  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 76  lbs. 

Tinned  Cream  2 lbs. 

Milk  Puddings 33  lbs. 

Soups  ...  1 lb. 


The  forementioned  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping. 

Shell  Fish. — There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  the 
district. 

Markets. — There  is  one  covered  Market  which  is  open  each 
Friday. 

Slaughter  of  Animals. — During  the  year  under  review  the 
Council  accepted  proposals  made  by  the  owner  of  the  one  private 
slaughterhouse  whereby  he  intends  to  conform  with  the  Slaughter- 
house Construction  Regulations.  Consequently  the  report  on 
slaughterhouse  facilities  available  within  the  Urban  District 
made  under  the  Slaughterhouse  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order, 
1959  and  the  Slaughterhouse  (Reports)  Direction,  1959  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  and  was  confirmed  by  him  on  the  5th 
September,  1960  appointing  the  1st  July,  1961  as  being  the  date 
by  which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  Council’s  district  must  comply 
with  the  construction  regulations. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  increased  during  the 
year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  cows  killed 
decreased  from  90.5%  of  all  bovines  in  1959  to  70%  in  1960. 

It  is  of  particular  note  that  the  percentage  of  bovines  found 
to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis  was  4.9  compared  with  19.6  in 
1959  and  18.7  in  1958.  The  sight  of  multiple  lesions  of  tuber- 
culosis throughout  a carcase  and  organs  appears  to  be  a thing  of 
the  past  and,  as  is  indicated  by  the  percentage  incidence,  even 
traces  are  becoming  more  and  more  rare.  These  circumstances 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  constant  vigilance  of  the  veter- 
inary officers  working  in  the  field  and  who  are  responsible  for 
the  fitness  of  the  live  animal. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
inspected  together  with  details  of  the  diseases  found 

Table  1 — Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

100 

408 

2 

3G7 

10 

nil 

No.  inspected 

100 

408 

2 

367 

10 

nil 

All  diseases  except  Tub- 
erculosis & Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

192 

2 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tubercul- 
osis and  Cvsticerci 

j 

5 

„ 

0.5 

10 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

9 

16 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

9 

39 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  2— Organs  and  carcases  rejected  and  destroyed  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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Total  condemned  2153  lbs 
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SECTION  E. 

HOUSING. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  letting  of  Council 
dwellings  and  the  making  of  Improvement  Grants  in  addition  to 
the  normal  administration  of  the  general  housing  circumstances 
obtaining  in  the  town.  This  combination  of  duties  has  proved 
most  effective  particularly  when  dealing  with  the  rehousing  of 
families  dispaced  by  slum  clearance  whereby  it  is  the  task  of  the 
one  department  to  see  the  families  through  from  the  first  intima- 
tion that  they  are  to  be  rehoused  to  the  actual  settling  in  at  their 
new  home. 

Once  again  the  number  of  complaints  received  from  tenants 
regarding  housing  defects  has  been  small  as  compared  with  the 
years  prior  to  the  Rent  Act  and  the  emphasis  has  been  on  com- 
pleting the  first  five  year  slum  clearance  programme  and  on 
improvement  of  existing  dwellings. 

By  the  demolition  of  29  houses  and  the  closing  of  a further 
16  the  envisaged  total  of  100  houses  to  be  dealt  with  during  the 
first  five  year  programme  which  ended  in  December,  1960  was 
surpassed.  The  total  number  actually  dealt  with  under  slum 
clearance  procedure  being  128  and  during  that  time  74  families 
totalling  232  persons  had  been  rehoused.  For  this  purpose  the 
Council  have  built  36  new  dwellings  and  purchased  and  renovated 
4 sub-standard  houses  which  remain  in  use. 

When  considering  the  original  slum  clearance  programme 
the  Council  considered  that  it  would  take  eight  years  to  deal 
with  all  of  the  houses  then  considered  to  be  unfit.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  five  years  there  remain  55  of  these  houses  to  be  dealt 
with  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  continue  in  1961. 

The  improving  of  existing  houses  by  way  of  Improvement 
Grants  continues  to  proceed  in  the  very  narrow  field  of  owner 
occupiers.  It  is  because  of  this  that  little  is  being  achieved 
although  so  much  is  required  if  a large  part  of  the  population 
is  to  have  the  luxury  of  even  hot  water  apart  from  the  other 
“standard”  amenities  of  bath,  wash  basin,  contiguous  or  indoor 
water  closet  and  food  store.  It  is  hoped  that  by  constant  can- 
vassing of  owners  of  large  blocks  of  property  they  may  yet  be 
persuaded  to  take  advantage  of  Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  24  applications  for  Standard  Grants  and  6 
applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  were  received 
The  following  table  gives  details  of  these  applications  together 
with  amenities  provided:- 
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1.  Improvement  Grants. 

No.  Applications  No.  applications  No.  houses  where 
received.  approved.  work  completed. 

Owner  Occupiers  6 5 1 

Tenanted  houses  — — — 


2.  Standard  Grants. 

No.  Applications  No.  applications  No.  houses  where 
received.  approved.  work  completed. 

Owner  Occupiers  24  15  6 

Tenanted  houses  11  1 

Amenities  provided. 

Fixed  Bath.  Washbasin.  Hot  water.  W.C.  Food  Store. 

Owner  Occupiers  4 4 3 6 3 

Tenanted  houses  1 1111 


The  numbers  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  remain  similar  to 
last  year  there  being  781  applicants  of  which  the  categories  really 
in  need  consist  of  82  in  lodgings  and  73  overcrowded  separate 
occupiers.  Of  the  remainder  279  are  living  in  separate  accom- 
modation but  wish  to  better  their  existing  lack  of  amenities  and 
204  are  requiring  accommodation  suitable  for  old  people. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria, — There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Encephalitis. — No  case  was  reported. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  2 cases. 

Malaria— No  case  reported. 

Measles. — 8 cases  were  reported  as  against  337  in  the 
previous  year. 

Meningococal  Infection. — No  case  reported. 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  No  case  reported. 

Pneumonia.— There  were  10  cases  reported. 

Poliomyelitis. — No  case  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 5 cases  were  reported  as  against  20  in  the 
previous  year.  There  were  no  serious  cases. 

Smallpox  (Variola). — No  case  occurred. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  4 new  pulmonary  cases  notified 
but  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  case. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  13  cases  notified,  as  against 

3 in  the  previous  year. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  During  the  Year  ig6o 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Total 
cases  all 
ages 

0- 

1— 

2— 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 
Non-Paralytic 

— 

Measles 

(excluding  rubella) 

8 

1 

— 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

Dysentery 

7 

9 

tj 

Meningococal 

Infection 

— 

Ophthalmic 

Neonatorum 

— 

Age  Periods — Years 


4— 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25  and 
over 

Age  un- 
known 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

0— 

5— 

15— 

45— 

65  and 
over 

Age  un- 
known 

Acute  Pneumonia 

10 

1 

2 

4 

3 

(prim.  & influenzal) 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Infective 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Post  Infectious 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

JL 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 
Meninges  and 
C.N.S. 

4 

1 

3 

Other 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Other  Notifiable 
Diseases 

— 

Fletchers’,  Printers,  Longworth  Road,  Horwich, 


